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SUNDAY WORSHIP
We are pleased to say we have re-opened our doors for Sunday
morning worship. We will be maintaining the same protocols of social
distancing and face coverings as when we previously opened.
Please feel free to join us in person or stick with the online evening
circuit worship- whatever you feel more comfortable with.

DEAR FRIENDS,
What is your favourite thing about summer? Mine is the abundance of
flowers - peonies, roses, sweat peas, delphiniums, orchids…Each of these
flowers has its own beauty and its unique qualities, each of them is a
reflection of God’s glory, creativity and generosity.
Do you have a favourite summer flower? What makes it so special?
By observing flowers in a garden we can see clearly the interdependence
of all life. We are, each and every one of us, like flowers in the garden of life,
each unique and yet similar, each with something to offer if we grow and
flower and have the courage to become all that were born to be.Yes, a
flower looks beautiful when it stands alone, but it only truly becomes all
that it is when it grows together with other flowers in the garden. It only
truly becomes all that it is when it shares all that it is with all the other
flowers in the garden of life.
Spiritual life is never truly experienced or expressed alone. These things
only really come alive in company and communion with others. Each of us
has something uniquely beautiful to offer one another, things that only truly
flower when we share them with each other.
One of the things we miss most about pre-Covid life is being part of a
community. Many of us are still separated from their loved ones, friends
and church friends, many of us still feel lonely and isolated. When will this
end?

In 2 Corinthians 4:8 apostle Paul reminds us that even though we may be
‘hard pressed on every side’, it is God’s loving nature to not allow us to be
‘crushed’, he says: We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are
not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair.
Just yesterday I tried to press some flowers from my garden. It occurred to
me that our families, our churches are a bit like these flowers, ‘pressed’ by
this pandemic, but not crushed.
Actually, they are preserved and made beautiful in the process! Most things
would get crushed and destroyed by being placed in a big thick book, but
not the flowers, and certainly not God’s beloved, chosen people.
This summer may we be like those flowers, pressed, but made more
beautiful in the process. May we use these last weeks of lockdown to seek
God’s face, to grow, bloom and flourish in His presence.

Wishing you a warm and sunny July,
Rev. Krystyna

PRAYER LIST
We remember in our prayers:
Promilla
Kathleen
Allan and Betty
Thandi
Glyn
Elaine
Consideration of future plans for WMC
The Lowe family
Georgine and Krysten
Ingenesia and family

WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday Morning In Person Worship
We have made the decision to open our doors once again for in-person
worship at Withington Methodist. Just as before, we will be spacing our
chairs out to allow for social distancing, and face coverings will be mandatory
unless you are exempt.
If you would like to book in to attend in-person worship, or would like
further information, please contact Richard- 0161 445 0804 or
office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org.

Reflections and written worship resources:
If you are not on email and would like to receive a printed copy of our
mid-week, end-of-week reflections or written worship resources for
Sunday, please contact Krystyna on 0161 612 2668.

Virtual Coffee Morning and Bible Study
We have a virtual coffee morning every Saturday from 11:00 am and a
fortnightly Bible Study every other Wednesday (6th and 20th January) from
10:30 am which you can also join by phone.
In order to join using a traditional or mobile phone:
Please dial 0131 460 11 96
You will be asked for the meeting ID: 841 4119 8605
Press the hash key on your phone. #
Wait a few seconds and press the hash key again. #

Manchester Circuit Sunday Evening Service
A warm welcome as ever to our worship tomorrow evening.
The Zoom platform will be open from 6pm for those who wish to catch
up with others from their church, and as usual worship will begin at 6:30.
The joining details followJoin Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/99984161376?pwd=bVIvMEJTMCtSM2dOc2JxRWcvVVdx
dz09
Meeting ID: 999 8416 1376
Passcode: 1901
One tap mobile +16699006833, 99984161376 #,

1901#

ACTION FOR CHILDREN SUNDAY
11th July
Action for Children is the children's charity
of the Methodist Church. It was founded in
1869 by Methodist minister Revd Thomas
Bowman Stephenson in response to the
poverty and danger faced by vulnerable and
destitute children and young people living
rough on the streets of London.
Today, Action for Children, (formerly, NCH - National Children's Homes)
has grown to become a leading children's charity running over 500
projects and working with more children and young people affected by
poverty, disability and abuse than any other UK charity.
Action for Children Sunday is held on the second Sunday of July. It is the
anniversary of the opening of the first children's home and a chance to
celebrate the work of Action for Children and its partnership with the
Church at services and activities throughout the country.
Coral’s story
Coral is a single mum who lives in Northumberland with her six children,
Ben, 16, Alisha, 14, Hannah, 13, Jack, 11, Bethany, seven and Ava, four. She
first got help from Action for Children when Jack was diagnosed with
autism.
“I was really struggling caring for Jack,” Coral explains. “But Louise, our
support worker, was brilliant. She was there for us through the diagnosis,
and it was a massive help.”
The family was just about managing before coronavirus hit. But when the
first lockdown was announced, everything became so much more difficult.
“When the schools closed, it was really hard having Jack and the other
kids at home all of the time,” Coral says. “Jack can be disruptive and it
affected the others. I found it hard to do things like shopping, too. I had to
take all six kids with me.”

The pandemic also had a big impact on Coral’s mental health. “I’ve had
depression for a number of years, and the loss of freedom being stuck in
the house was difficult. Mentally, I couldn’t imagine what the kids were
going through, either. I was so worried they’d become isolated.”
The family’s Action for Children support worker, Louise, was there for
Coral and the children throughout lockdown. “She asked the kids what
would help and they told her they needed a new laptop because Hannah’s
was broken,” Coral explains. “Louise said she would look into it and then,
one day, we had a delivery from her – the kids were so happy!”
“It was absolutely huge for all the family. It meant we could keep on top of
the schoolwork. It helps us plan our days and provides the structure we’ve
been missing out on.”
Louise also helped Coral to find Jack a place in school. She says: “Louise
didn’t give up until we finally got a place for him. Jack has been going to
school for a couple of days each week and I can’t begin to tell you the
difference it’s made to the family.”
“I want to say a huge thank you to everyone at Action for Children. Thank
you for believing in us and not giving up – we feel so valued.”
Can you help?
If you would like to donate to Action for Children, please visit https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/support-us/make-adonation/appeals/donate-june/
Prayer for Action for Children
Ever-present God, we thank you that you are active in our world,
declaring your love for all people through the work of Action for Children.
We earnestly hold before you today all those children and families that
need to be supported – those surrounded by the horrors of abuse,
neglect, violence, poverty, exploitation and other peace shattering
circumstances.
Every child and family member is precious to you and so we humbly
ask for the work of the charity to continue to make a real difference in

their lives. May they be blessed with all the things that will allow them
to live and flourish as you intended, secure in the knowledge that they
are loved and treasured.
We also hold before you the leaders, staff, volunteers and supporters of
Action for Children. May every one of them continue to recognise the
promptings of your Spirit as You guide them along the right paths to
provide the life-giving support that is needed.
To struggle against the challenging circumstances of our time can be
frightening, heartbreaking and energy-sapping – physically, emotionally and
mentally – not only for the children and their families in need but also for
those people in Action for Children who come into contact with them.
And so we pray fervently that all involved may be instilled with your
strength and your peace.
Lord of Peace, give them peace at all times and in every way, and may they
know the hope that is possible through following Jesus.
Amen.
Prayer by Steve Oliver, Action for Children District
Advocate for Manchester and Stockport District

NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION
02 JUNE 2021
Reconciliation and mediation scheme piloted
The Methodist Church launches Reconciliation and Mediation Pilot Project
in partnership with charity Place for Hope.
The pilot, running from 2021-2023, will provide a trained team of 20
accredited reconcilers and mediators to support groups and individuals at
times of change or conflict, and to accompany sensitive or difficult group
conversations. The pilot will deliver services within the Learning Network
regions of the Eastern England, London, North West and Mann. (See note)
Rooted in the understanding that conflict is a catalyst for positive change
and has the power to transform situations for the better, the project will
enable and equip people to engage and interact with each other positively
and respectfully within the life of the Church. It will offer support with a
wide range of situations including patterns of ministry, styles of worship and
membership issues, theological differences, facing the impact of a union or
joining with other congregations and tensions around expectations and
roles.
The pilot will begin in June 2021 with the participating districts, circuits and
churches being contacted with further details of how to access the new
services.
The charity Place for Hope is partnering the Church and offers similar
services to faith communities in Scotland and England, bringing a wealth of
experience in enabling faith communities to navigate difficulties and conflict
well. Place for Hope will coordinate the volunteer practitioner team of
women and men skilled in understanding conflict and providing mediation.
Practitioners will work in groups of two or more to draw on each other’s
experience and wisdom and offer peer support as they host conversations.
Richard Armiger, Director of Learning & Development with the Connexional
Team commented: “Within the church we believe that everyone should be
enabled to flourish, to become the people whom God created them to be.
However, we recognise that the Church is not immune from the impact of

conflict: recognising that wherever people come together in community
there will be differences of opinion, understanding, values and beliefs. There
will be times when external facilitation is required to navigate times of
change, transition and conflict.
“This project offers an exciting opportunity for us to develop an approach
to reconciliation and mediation that offers suitable input at the point where
it is most needed. We are delighted to be working in partnership with Place
for Hope as we seek to establish this pilot project and offer a
transformational reconciliation and mediation service across the three
Learning Network regions. My hope is that this project will enable us to
discover new opportunities for positive working together as we seek to
enable our church communities and the communities we serve to be places
of peace and reconciliation, places where people can truly flourish in all their
diversity.”
Carolyn Merry, Director, Place for Hope commented, “"We live in times of
rapid change and increasing divisions, and the Church is not immune from
the impact of such changes and conflict. Place for Hope is delighted to be
partnering with the Methodist Church on the Reconciliation and Mediation
Team (RMT) project.
“We will work with the Connexion to establish a diverse team of
Practitioners who will be equipped to help churches navigate conflict well
and reconcile brokenness and division. It is a project that requires both
courage and hope from those participating, and I pray that it will also be a
project that inspires us all to intentionally and courageously live out our faith
as peacemakers and reconcilers in our daily lives - in the way we hold difficult
conversations, approach differences and change, challenge injustices and
violence, and heal broken relationships. I look forward to seeing the fruits of
this transformational project in the years to come.”
You can read more about the scheme here.
Note * these Learning Network Regions include the Districts:
•
•
•
•

Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District
Cumbria District
East Anglia District
Isle of Man District

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lancashire District
Lincolnshire District
Liverpool District
London District
Manchester and Stockport District
Northampton District
Nottingham and Derby District

7 JUNE 2021
The agenda of the 2021 Methodist Conference
The Methodist Conference will meet at the National Conference Centre in
Birmingham, from Thursday 24 June to Thursday 1 July.
In an agenda covering crucial aspects of the mission and ministry of the
Church, key decisions will be made in the areas of marriage and relationships,
equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) and oversight and trusteeship.
The Conference will formally elect the Revd Sonia Hicks as President, who
together with Barbara Easton as Vice-President, will begin a year of office
when the Representative Session of the Methodist Conference opens on
Saturday 26 June.
Marriage and Relationships
The Conference will vote on provisional resolutions brought following
prayerful consideration by the whole Church at local Synod level of the 2019
report, God in Love Unites Us. www.methodist.org.uk/MandR19/
Provisional resolutions on the principles or qualities of good relating,
understanding of cohabitation, and same sex marriages conducted on
Methodist premises or by Methodist office-holders, have been approved by
29 out of the 30 local Synods. The Conference will receive a report on these
Synods’ deliberations including voting patterns and feedback from the local
Church and be asked for final consideration of the resolutions.

Justice, Dignity and Solidarity
The Conference will be asked to adopt the Strategy for Justice, Dignity, and
Solidarity which aims for “a profound change in the culture, practices and
attitudes of the Methodist Church so that all Methodists are able to be full
participants in the Church’s life.” The Strategy includes various
recommendations including comprehensive mandatory training for anyone
in a leadership role (anti-racism, gender equality training and disability
training) and mandatory actions for local churches, circuits, districts and the
Methodist Council.
Oversight and Trusteeship
The Conference will receive an update on work which has happened over
the past year to review its Oversight and Trusteeship. The Conference
discussed last year whether we have structures of oversight and governance
that are both affordable and effective considering the long-term numerical
decline of the Church and current statutory requirements. Resolutions to
go before the Conference include raising the minimum size of a local church
to 12 members from six with churches being asked to examine creative ways
of working with other local churches so they are not over-burdened with
matters of trusteeship. Other resolutions include the creation of a
Connexional Council to replace the Methodist Council and Strategy and
Resources Committee and a review of the size of the Conference.

18 JUNE 2021
Changes to the Conference following the delay to the
lifting of pandemic restrictions
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday evening that stage
4 of the lifting of restrictions in England have been delayed until 19 July, it has
become necessary to make some changes to the Conference arrangements.
As previously announced, the Conference will be hybrid – meeting in person
and online, but the updated risk assessment, taking into account

Government guidance, means the number of people who can be
accommodated in person has had to be reduced. We estimate with
appropriate social distancing around 60 people will be allowed at the venue.
Representatives and District Chairs have been contacted to ask them to
agree who might most appropriately be in the Conference hall and who
might be willing to attend online.
The Conference Business Committee and the Secretariat will guide the
President so that those who join the Conference online are not
disadvantaged over those in the hall amongst those called to speak.
We are working with the venue hosts to ensure that the Conference
complies with the law and regulations in place in order to keep those who
are physically present safe at all times.

26 JUNE 2021
President and Vice-President elected and inducted
The Revd Sonia Hicks has been elected and inducted as President of the
Methodist Conference. The induction took place on Saturday 26 June at the
National Conference Centre, Birmingham, during the Methodist Conference
which is taking place in hybrid form this year.
Sonia Hicks, who comes from a long line of Methodists as far back as her
great-grandfather who was a Local Preacher in Jamaica, has served as a
Circuit Superintendent in three connexions: Britain, the Methodist Church
in the Caribbean and Americas and the Methodist Church in Ireland (MCI).
She is currently Superintendent Minister in Wembley, north London.
In her Conference address Mrs Hicks focused on her theme for the year,
“God’s Table: An Invitation for All”, reflecting on the racism and
marginalisation she and her family have experienced and how the Church
can respond to injustice and division in society today. She recalled the
experience of her Great Aunt Lize, who had arrived from Jamaica with her
Methodist membership card only to be rejected from her local Methodist
Church because she was black. Sonia and her family eventually found a
Methodist home at Walworth Methodist Church in South London.

Sonia, who is the first black woman to be elected as President of the
Methodist Conference, speaking about her theme, said:

“In a world where people are excluded because of their ethnic background,
their sexual orientation, their gender or simply because, like me, they were
brought up on a council estate, I believe that we are called to show God’s
love for all people. It is a calling that Christian people have always struggled
with, but we can and should be better at making God’s love a reality in the
British Methodist Church, overcoming the systemic discrimination that
exists.”
Sonia’s commitment to oppose all forms of injustice began when she was a
member of the Youth Exchange to Zimbabwe. She has since been Convenor
of the World Relief and Development Committee for MCI, and has served
as a Trustee for both All We Can and Christian Aid Ireland.
Looking to the future, the President said:
“As Christians we are to mirror the grace and the mercy of God. We are to
find ways of issuing God’s invitation of acceptance to those we meet on a
daily basis. No ifs, no buts.
“I believe that there is a place for all in the presence of God, at God’s Table.
But, as we acknowledge that everyone has a place, we also must acknowledge
that we will therefore live with the tension of not all thinking the same. We
will also have to recognise that living with such tension is never the easy
option.”

The Vice-President, Barbara Easton, was also elected and inducted this
afternoon. Barbara Easton’s vocation has been the world of education.
Before becoming Connexional Director of Education in 2014 she was an RE
teacher, inclusion and interfaith specialist and secondary headteacher in the
West Midlands. She now leads the Methodist Academies and Schools Trust,
committed to shaping our schools as diverse communities of empowerment
and transformation in their work at the margins of the church. Barbara is
also a Local Preacher and has regularly volunteered at 3Generate and
Greenbelt.

In her speech to the Conference, the Vice-President spoke of her rootedness
in Methodism that began as a baby when she was adopted by a Methodist
family. Speaking about how the Church moves forward ecumenically Barbara
said: “I am urging you, my sisters and brothers, to see that we still have
something valuable to bring to the Church’s table and to be confident about
the colour and texture that we add to make the ecumenical quilt richer. If
the Church is called to be a sign to the world, then we are raised up as a
sign to the sign.”
The role of President of the Methodist Conference is reserved for
presbyters and that of Vice-President for lay people or deacons. During his
lifetime John Wesley chaired the Methodist Conference but after his death
the Conference determined to elect a President annually.

26 JUNE 2021
Methodist President and Vice-President’s tree of hope
in Birmingham
At the end of a challenging year, which has prevented them from meeting
Methodist people in person, the President and Vice-President of the
Methodist Church have commissioned a tree of hope at The Queen’s
Foundation in Edgbaston.
Unfortunately, due to the current coronavirus travel restrictions in central
Birmingham the President the Revd Richard Teal and Vice President Mrs
Carolyn Lawrence could not be present when the tree was planted. Instead
the plaque, bearing the message: “‘The best of all is God is with us’
(attributed to John Wesley). Planted in hope on 26 June 2021” was handed
over to the Prof. Clive Marsh PFHEA, Principal of The Queen’s Foundation
at the Methodist Conference venue.
This year’s Methodist Conference meets from Thursday 24 June to Thursday
1 July. It is taking place at the National Conference Centre, The National
Motorcycle Museum in Solihull.
This prayer was said when the plaque was handed over at a small celebration
at 13.15 on Saturday 26 June at the front entrance of the National
Conference Centre:
God of earth and air,
soil and water,
seed and branch,
we praise you
for your constant presence with us,
especially through the pain
and the challenges
of the Pandemic.
We praise you
that your love
can never be locked down,
and that you have been at work

bringing comfort and hope
to all in need.
May your life-giving Spirit
surround us now
as we commemorate this moment
and pray for new life
where there has been hurt and loss.
In the name of Jesus
Amen.
The President of the Methodist Church, the Revd Richard Teal said, ‘In a
challenging year for everyone may this tree be a sign of hope, new life and
resurrection. May it also be a sign to those people at The Queen’s
Foundation of how ministry can flourish when well rooted and be a symbol
of the fruitfulness of God's kingdom.'
Prof Clive Marsh said, ‘Richard and Carolyn have had tough years as
President and Vice-President respectively, as have churches and society as a
whole. I like this act of defiance – which both respects nature, even as it
acknowledges the way that nature has been disrupted over the past 15
months. Planting a tree to say “we will carry on!” is a sign of hope. And as
we, at Queen’s, look at the tree as it grows in future years, we will be
reminded not only of the year’s difficulties but also the new things we have
learned and the hopefulness that the tree signifies.’
The Vice-President of the Methodist Church, Mrs Carolyn Lawrence said,
‘This tree is a sign of hope for the future. As the prophet Jeremiah wrote.
'Blessed is the person who trusts in the Lord; whose confidence is in him.
They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the
stream...it never fails to bear fruit.' My prayer is that as we put our hope
and trust in God even during difficult times, we will know the love of Jesus
and be given the strength to bear fruit for the Kingdom and share his love
with all we meet.’

Phoebe Parkin,Youth President of
the Methodist Church said 'The
planting of this tree is a poignant
reminder that there is always
hope in God, and that hope can
be seen in the beautiful creation
God has blessed us with. I hope
that we will continue to be a
people who share God’s hope
through caring for creation.'

29 JUNE 2021
Presidency offers gratitude to lay and ordained church
leaders
Ahead of “Thank You Day” on Sunday 4th July, the President and VicePresident of the Methodist Conference have written to lay and ordained
Church leaders offering their gratitude for their sacrificial service especially
during the Coronavirus pandemic.
In a letter to Local Preachers, the Revd Sonia
Hicks and Barbara Easton, said:
“We would like to say thank you to you for
your commitment to the work; for all the
things you labour on alone, for the fellowship
in which you support other preachers; for
the service you offer in leading our
Methodist people in the places in which you
are called. The last couple of years have
added new layers of challenge to this – thank
you for your faithfulness in this too.”
In their letter to ordained ministers the
President and Vice-President, said:

“In many ways, you have given your lives over to this work. We know it brings
its joys and satisfaction, but also comes with burdens to carry and costs to
be borne by you and, sometimes, your families. This has been sharpened over
the last couple of years, as the pandemic has added new challenges to the
demands of ministry. The church has been somewhat in the eye of the storm
as our communities have faced extraordinary difficulties, and you have often
been in the middle of that, at the same time responding to all the challenges
of the pandemic to church life.”
Thank You Day began with a small group of people proposing the idea but
has now received the support of organisations including from the faith and
voluntary sectors as well as the NHS and a number of media organisations.
The Revd Sonia Hicks is an ordained minister and Barbara Easton is a Local
Preacher. They were elected and inducted into their posts on Saturday 26th
June.

30 JUNE 2021
Conference confirms resolutions on marriage and
relationships
Following prayerful consideration by the whole Church, the Methodist
Conference has voted to confirm provisional resolutions on the principles
or qualities of good relating, understanding of cohabitation and same sex
marriages conducted on Methodist premises or by Methodist office-holders.
A report on marriage and relationships, ‘God in Love Unites Us’, was
received by the Conference in 2019 and the local District Synods were asked
to consider the provisional resolutions and report back to this year’s
Conference which is being held this week in Birmingham. The Conference
received a report on the results of the local conferring which showed that
29 out of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional resolutions.
The Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Conference, prayed ahead of the
main debate on Wednesday morning in Birmingham, asking that the
Conference’s “words may be imbibed with your grace, with tenderness from

on high.”
A range of views were expressed on the resolutions, in particular on
cohabitation and same sex marriages. The Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler, spoke
to the Conference acknowledging the “depth of feeling, pain and anxiety that
there is” with a commitment to work across the Connexion with District
Chairs to heal divisions.
Speakers called for unity going ahead irrespective of the decision. Other
speakers spoke of the acceptance of diversity that younger Church members
have for each other with younger speakers relating their own lived
experience as Christians from the LGBTQI+ community. Another
representative asked that the Church does not ostracise those who oppose
the introduction of same-sex marriages in the Church, saying the great
majority of these people are trying to be faithful to Scripture as they see it.
The Methodist Church included other denominations and Methodist
Churches across the world in the process of listening and consultation, with
written submissions from ecumenical partners to the ‘God In Love Unites
Us’ report and workshops with global Methodist partners.
Following the vote on the provisional resolutions the Revd Sonia Hicks said:
"The debate today and our wider conversation has been conducted with
grace and mutual respect. As we move forward together after this historic
day for our Church, we must remember to continue to hold each other in
prayer, and to support each other respecting our differences."

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOLLOWING
THE 2021 CONFERENCE VOTES ON MARRIAGE
AND RELATIONSHIPS
How soon will the Methodist Church notify the General Register
Office (GRO) of its decision to accept the principle of same-sex
marriage?
Under the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013, the Conference as the
Methodist Church’s governing body must consent to local churches

registering their buildings for the solemnisation (conduct) of same-sex
marriages.
The Conference Office has been in contact with the GRO, which has
confirmed that the Secretary of the Conference must write to the Registrar
General on behalf of the Conference to relay the Conference’s consent
under Resolution 59/8 (which confirms the provisional resolution 10/8 of
the Conference of 2019) before Church Councils can apply to register their
buildings for same-sex marriage.
Under the legislation, there is no timeline for informing the GRO. The
Secretary of the Conference will do so once the 2021 Conference has
concluded.

What do local churches need to do to register their church
premises for same-sex marriage?
The Conference Office is in contact with the GRO about the exact
requirements. Once confirmed, step-by-step guidance will be produced.

When can churches apply to register their premises for same-sex
marriage?
As stated above, the Secretary of the Conference must first notify the GRO
of the Church’s in-principle consent to the marriage of same-sex couples on
Methodist premises.
There are also various legal details to be clarified with the GRO before local
churches can apply. The Conference has therefore passed Resolution 59/14C
delaying the authorisation date for managing trustees to make their
applications to a ‘date no earlier than 1 September 2021’.
Confirmation of the actual dates will be announced as soon as the legalities
have been agreed with the GRO.
Please note: the dates may differ depending on the jurisdiction in which the
applicants’ building lies.

How long will the registration process take?
The GRO aims to process applications for registration within 20 days,
although this is not guaranteed and applications may take longer if they are
complex or there are delays in the GRO’s internal processes. It may be
possible to expedite applications in some circumstances – we await
clarification from the GRO.

The timescale may be different in Scotland and other jurisdictions.

Do we have to submit a copy of the liturgy for The Marriage of any
two persons with every application to register?
The Faith and Order Committee has prepared a new draft liturgy for The
Marriage of any two persons, which the Conference has commended for a
period of experimental use until 2023.
The Conference Office is in conversation with the GRO about whether the
full text of the liturgy, or only the parts which make a marriage legally valid,
must be submitted with each application.

Our Church Council does not want to register its building for
same-sex marriage. Does it have to?
No. The Conference recognises the differing views across the Connexion on
the issue of same-sex marriage. The fact that the Conference has consented
in principle to the marriage of same-sex couples on Methodist premises
does not change this, and it is vital that local churches understand that they
are under no obligation to register. They are entitled to decide against doing
so if they wish, or to decline to consider the issue altogether.
Further guidance on how to conduct pastoral conversations about the
decision will be made available in due course.

Can we register our Methodist church building if we share it with
another denomination under a Sharing Agreement?
Yes, provided all denominations who are party to the Sharing Agreement
agree and their respective governing authorities have given consent to the
principle of same-sex marriage. This applies regardless of which
denomination owns the building.

It should be noted that any denomination who is a party to a Sharing
Agreement under the Shared Building Act 1969 has the power to veto a
registration of the building for same-sex marriage.

I am the authorised person for conducting marriages in my local
church. I do not wish to solemnise same-sex marriages. Can I be
compelled to do so?
No. The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 amended the Equality Act
2010 to state that people will not be breaking the law if they refuse to
conduct, participate in or attend a same-sex marriage.

How can I become authorised to solemnise same-sex marriages?
Persons authorised to solemnise opposite-sex marriages are not
automatically authorised to solemnise same-sex marriages. To do so, they
must re-register using Form AP1. Persons who are not yet authorised to
solemnise either type of marriage can register to solemnise both at the same
time using this form.

WE NEED YOU!
We’re looking for a new treasurer, if you are
interested, for details and role description,
please get in touch with Krystyna as soon as
possible.

THANK YOU FOR READING!

The next magazine will be out on the 1st August on the
Withington Methodist Church Facebook Group and via email.
If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s magazine
please pass it on to Caroline Fielding withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
If you would like to receive an emailed copy of the magazine
please email - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com

Withington Methodist Church
439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN
Office Tel: 0161 445 0804
email: wmcoffice@btconnect.com
www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org
Editor: Caroline Fielding/ Giselle du Toit - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak

Sunday Services
Morning Worship* : 10:45 am
*booking required

Regular Activities
Monday

Monday Monkeys – 10:00am - 11:30am

Tuesday

Tuesday Tots – 10:00am - 12 noon
Tuesday morning coffee fellowship see inside cover

Wednesday

Rainbows – 5:30 - 6:30pm
Brownies – 6:30 - 8:00pm

Thursday

Needles & Yarns craft group – 2-4pm

Friday

Men's Club – 2:00 - 4:30pm

Saturday

Contact Centre – 2:30 - 4:30pm

About Withington Methodist Church
We are a community of people who meet to worship God every Sunday morning and evening (see
inside cover for details). Our services are open to all. At our morning service, we have both a crèche
and Junior Church available for children ('All Age Worship' will only have the crèche as older children
are welcomed into the main service).
During the week we have various other activities & organisations meeting at our premises. We have
two toddler groups a week and are open weekday mornings for anyone to have a coffee and a chat.
Our craft group meets on Thursday afternoons for anyone who wants to bring a craft or learn a new
one. We have various rooms available for hire for anything from a once off hourly basis to a long term
let, please speak to the Church Office for details, or email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com.

