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SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sundays at 10.45am
7th August: Mrs. Liz Stuart, with Levenshulme
14th August: Dr. Adrian Curtis
21st August: AT LEVENSHULME, with Deacon Pru Cahil (*See note
below)
28th August: Rev. Peter Went, HC
*As you can see, we are sharing worship with Levenshulme Methodist Church on two occasions
this monthOn 7th August, Levenshulme will be joining us at Withington
On 21st August we are invited to join the congregation at Levenshulme (Woodford
Ave./Stockport Rd, M19 3AP), at 10.45am.
If anyone needs transport to this service, please let one of the stewards know, and we will get
you there (spaces in cars permitting!)

PRAYER LIST
We remember in our prayers:
Hanna,
Roger and family,
Donna and Kevin,
Muriel,
Thandiwe,
Sarah,
John,
Marguerite,
Ora and Stasi,
Henry

WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday Morning In Person Worship
Our Sunday Morning services are held at 10:45 in the downstairs hall.
Please enter the church via the back car park entrance. We often have
refreshments after the service and if you would like to help facilitate this,
please let us know.

Reflections and written worship resources:
If you are not on email and would like to receive a printed copy of our
weekly reflections or written worship resources for Sunday,
please contact Krystyna on 0161 612 2668.

Chat and Bible Study on Zoom:
We have a weekly virtual half hour catch up followed by a half hour Bible
Study every Wednesday from 2:00 pm. All are welcome to join the chat,
bible study or both!
Joining details for both meetings are the same every week:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84141198605
Meeting ID: 841 4119 8605

Manchester Circuit Sunday Evening Service
A warm welcome as ever to our worship tomorrow evening.
The Zoom platform will be open from 6pm for those who wish to catch
up with others from their church, and as usual worship will begin at 6:30.

The joining details followJoin Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92204599032?pwd=Tzg0SU9xcVZEZFNQK0FnYnNKWjl
UQT09
Meeting ID: 922 0459 9032
Passcode: 1901
One tap mobile + 12532158782, 92204599032 #,

1901#

NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION
01 JULY 2022
Methodist Conference agrees new ways of Oversight
and Trusteeship
The Methodist Conference has approved new processes of oversight and
trusteeship. A wide-ranging set of proposals were put before the Conference
in order to reflect more accurately the size of the church and to reduce the
burden of administration on districts and circuits. In introducing the
resolutions, the Secretary of the Conference, the Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler
told representatives that this had been a lot of work and there was still much
to do.
The Conference voted to reduce the size and duration of the Conference
and also to establish a new trustee body, the Connexional Council, which
will replace the Methodist Council and the Strategy and Resources
committee.
The Connexional Council will be the charity trustee body. It will have general
control and management of the Connexional administration of the
Methodist Church and will report annually to the Charity Commission. It
will consist of around twenty people, with the Secretary of the Conference
describing it as small enough to be nimble and flexible and large enough to
have different views and balance.
Resolutions to reduce the number of Conference representatives were
approved after being amended and the size of the Conference will drop from
306 to 225. The Methodist Council will be asked to do work on the
distribution of seats in the Conference. The Conference agreed to new ways
of working which will result in shortening the length of the Conference by
a day from 2024.
The Conference voted not to receive proposals which aimed to reduce the
number of districts and subsequent resolutions were withdrawn. The
Secretary of the Conference told representatives that a number of districts
have already started work on boundary changes and these will be considered

by the Methodist Council. Dr Hustler said that discussions with
representatives will take place over the summer and its hoped these will
enable new and imaginative ideas to be explored as the Connexion discerns
the way ahead.

05 JULY 2022
Global Relationships Partner Church Pre-Conference
Consultation

The Global Relationships Partner Church Pre-Conference Consultation
took place on Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd June 2022 at Methodist
Church House, London. The consultation is a forum for the sharing of
information to develop and sustain global partner relationships, listening to
the concerns of partner Churches and preparing them for the Methodist
Conference.
Partners are asked the issues they wish to discuss in advance and these are
included in the consultation agenda. This year topics included the changing
nature of global relationships, cross-cultural mission, food security, migration
and refugee work.
The Pre-Conference Consultation helps the British Church hear the
concerns of partners, with the partners who are present able to hear and
reflect on the concerns of others and understand the context of the British
Church, especially around the requirements of the charity commission in
regard of governance of financial and safeguarding concerns.
Rachel Lampard shared with the group about the Walking with Micah project

that was to be discussed at the Conference. Tim Carter, Director of
Safeguarding, spoke in detail about the work of the safeguarding team,
especially in relation to the international work of the Methodist Church and
the context of safeguarding incidents and British aid.
This year’s Pre-Conference Consultation also included visits to Westminster
Abbey, Westminster Methodist Central Hall and Wesley’s Chapel and
museum. This final visit to Wesley’s Chapel, John Wesley’s resting place and
the rooms in which he spent many hours in prayer, was especially poignant
for some of the partner Church representatives.
Andy Dye, Programme Team Leader, Global Relationships said, ‘It was a
privilege to listen and learn from the concerns of the gathered leaders and
heads of churches, to identify the points of mutual concern between
partners and to further develop the discussions on the evolving nature of
our international partnerships.’
The full list of those partners attending alongside with the Global
Relationships and Connexional Team:
Rev Chipasha Musaba -The United Church of Zambia
Bishop Rev Samuel Kayinamura - Free Methodist Church of Rwanda
Rev German Ramirez Lopez - Iglesia Evangélica Nacional Metodista de Guatemala
Bishop Everald Galbraith - Methodist Church of the Caribbean and the Americas
Mr Fa'afouina Iosefa Su'a - Methodist Church in Samoa
Bishop Dr Gordon Wong - Methodist Church in Singapore
Rev Hee-in Moon - Korean Methodist Church
Bishop Sifredo – Teixeria
Igreja Evangelica - Metodista Portuguesa
Revd Luca Anziani - Opera per le Chiese Evangeliche Metodiste in Italia (OPCEMI)
Rev Dr Werner Philipp - Evangelisch-methodistische Kirche (United Methodist
Church) Germany
Rev Claudia Haslebacher-Flückiger -United Methodist Church Central Southern
Europe
Bishop Sally Dyck - UMC global
Rev Dr Laurence Graham - World Mission Partnership Ireland

06 JULY 2022
Young Methodist climate change activist receives Diana
award
Jamie Hawker, aged 15, who attends Long Eaton
Methodist Church, has been recognised with one
of the highest accolades a young person can
achieve for social action – The Diana Award.
Jamie received his award in an online ceremony
that took place on Friday, 1st July.
Established in memory of Diana, Princess of Wales, the award is given out by
the charity of the same name and has the support of both her sons, The Duke
of Cambridge and The Duke of Sussex.
Jamie is a 'Green Agent of Change' with the Methodist Church. During the first
lockdown in 2020, Jamie co-wrote a book with his parents entitled 'Changing
the Climate: Applying the Bible in a climate emergency', to encourage people
to take action on climate justice. This was published in 2021.
Jamie has given talks about plastic waste and climate change in his community
and has been interviewed in churches and online. Personally, James does what
he can to reduce his own carbon emissions.
Lynne Norman, Mission and Community Engagement Development Officer
with the Children, Youth and Families Team of the Methodist Church is the
person who nominated Jamie. Lynne commented, “Jamie is an active member
of the Methodist Green Agents of Change network of young people and a
committed environmental campaigner. He has achieved so much to tackle
climate justice and it’s wonderful to see his hard work recognised.”
Jamie commented, “'Climate change is worse than Covid because whilst there
are now quite a few vaccines for coronavirus, there is no vaccine or cure for
climate change. If it starts damaging the world, unlike Covid, it’s unstoppable.
Also, Covid doesn’t make the weather worse. It doesn’t kill plants and animals
and force them out of their natural habitats."
"I'm very grateful to receive this award. I hope I will have inspired other people
to take action on climate change, because we all need to take action."

11 JULY 2022
Conference Report on Strategy `Justice, Dignity and
Solidarity
The implementation of the Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity has
begun to affect the life of the Methodist Church according to a report
received by the Methodist Conference, which met in Telford, 23rd to 30th
June.
The report detailed the work undertaken since last year when the Methodist
Conference pledged for the Church to prioritise justice and dignity for all
and to stand in solidarity with those who are excluded.
The Conference was made aware that this strategy is led by Methodist
values, shaped by the Biblical mandate for social justice, and puts mechanisms
in place to eradicate discrimination and ensure justice.
As part of the implementation of the strategy, an Equality Impact Assessment
has been published to assist all Methodists in discussing, learning and
developing cultures and mechanisms that ensure greater consultation takes
place and all can participate fully in the life of the Church.

The Conference heard that mandatory EDI training is being prepared for all
ministers and lay workers, district and Connexional staff. This will include
unconscious bias training, the provisions of the Equality Act 2010 (for
England and Wales) along with equality legislation across the British Isles and
how to apply this to situations where people are excluded from accessing
the Gospel and living a full life within the Church.
A Discrimination and Abuse Response Service is being piloted ahead of its
anticipated roll-out across the Connexion, this hopes to reduce the risk of
individuals suffering in silence and enable incidents to be professionally
investigated with suitable resolutions and reconciliations explored.
The Shadow JDS Committee had been appointed ahead of the appointment
of the full committee in September 2022. The committee gives support and
guidance to the Methodist Church in matters of justice, dignity and solidarity,
including its equality, diversity and inclusion responsibilities. This includes all
policies and procedures in the Church’s life as well as the ongoing
development and implementation of the Strategy for Justice, Dignity and
Solidarity.
The analysis of data will be used to measure the impact and success of the
Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity. The Committee will consider what
data needs to be collected and develop guidance on how these data are to
be used in line with GDPR requirements.
The Revd Charity Nzegwu, co-chair of the Shadow JDS Committee,
commented, “It is important to acknowledge the JDS work that is underway
across the Connexion. The Conference has given its unequivocal support to
both the strategy and its implementation.
“It has been a year since the Conference received the report. The nation is
just emerging from the strict Covid regulations, and alongside other
priorities, a significant amount of work has been completed. This points to a
Church that is being intentional and committed to change in a grace-filled
way. While there is still a lot of work to be done, we embrace the Chinese
saying, ‘A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.’ Every report
submitted to Conference pointed to the centrality of both Justice and the
Justice, Dignity and Solidarity strategy in all that we do.
“A number of districts have identified EDI officers who will champion the

implementation of the strategy in their contexts. Other districts are
developing communities of practice with a special focus on JDS. All this work
is encouraging!”
Co-chair, Revd Sam McBratney, commented, “One of the hardest parts of
this strategy is for the Church as an institution to admit that it has failed to
live up to its own standards and values, causing hurt and further injustice to
those within and beyond its membership.
“In Telford on Wednesday 29th June, the Conference held an Act of
Repentance and took the first step in the brave journey to a full apology. In
acknowledging the Church’s sin and seeking God’s forgiveness, we know that
we must also apologise to those we have wronged and seek to make amends.
In the coming year, Methodist communities across the country will be invited
to be part of this process of apology, repentance and making amends.”

15 JULY 2022
Statement on the current political crisis in Sri Lanka
With the events in Sri Lanka this week, the Methodist Church in Britain has
received two statements from Revd W. P. Ebenezer Joseph, President of
Conference, Methodist Church, Sri Lanka and Chair of the National
Christian Council of Sri Lanka.
Graham Thompson, President of the Methodist Conference, has offered this
statement and prayer of support and solidarity in response:
In the past week we have witnessed the unravelling of the economic and
political situation in Sri Lanka. The crisis is having a huge impact on the
availability of food, fuel and medicine, causing great suffering for the Sri
Lankan people. In response to the statements from our partners the
Methodist Church, Sri Lanka and the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka
(NCCSL), we join with their calls for a peaceful and swift resolution to the
crisis.
The Methodist Church in Britain greatly values the partnership of the
Methodist Church in Sri Lanka and the NCCSL, and their work in responding

to this crisis. We stand in solidarity with them and support their calls for
action to bring stability and pave the way for democratic elections. We share
with them in the appeal for non-violent and peaceful activity, both on the
part of protesters and the authorities in dealing with them.
We join in prayer using the prayer points received from Revd. W. P. Ebenezer
Joseph.
Almighty and loving God, we pray for Sri Lanka, its people and for our
Methodist Church partners. We give thanks for the work of the Methodist
Church in Sri Lanka as they reach out and support the most vulnerable at
this time of threat and insecurity. We ask that you strengthen them in all
that that they do in your Name.

We pray for political stability, peace and for the early formation of an all-party
government. We pray for the evolution of a new political culture that will serve all
people. We pray for relief for the many thousands who are suffering due to the
economic hardships and trust that your abiding presence will be a source of
comfort and strength for all.
In the name of Christ, Amen.

The Revd Graham Thompson
President of the Methodist Conference

CHURCH NEWS
Thank you from Head Forward Centre
We have received the following thank you letter from Head Forward
CentreThe management and attendees of the Greater Manchester Head Forward would
like to thank you for nominating out charity to receive the proceeds of the concert
given by the National Methodist Youth Brass Band. The very generous donation of
£150 will enable us to buy new equipment for the benefit of our attendees and is
much appreciated.
Many thanks once again.
Yours sincerely,

Centre Manager

SUPPORTING WITHINGTON
Tools with a Mission
Our contributions towards the charity Tools with a Mission, along with those
from other churches in the Circuit, are filling up our empty room and the
collectors have been contacted regarding taking it all to their depot. It may
be a few weeks until they come so please let Heather know if you have a
final clear out of your homes and have any more to offer!
Many thanks indeed for your generous gifts to date
Heather (07773 015 882)

Withington Civic Society Map
Withington Civic Society have produced a locals map of Withington. You’ll
see that we’re featured as one of the key attractions! We have a lot of shared
events with Withington Civic Society - committee meetings and the AGM
on our premises, quarterly litter pickings in the locality going out from the
front of our building and refreshments provided afterwards, members who
have cleared out our car park garden areas, and of course our highly
successful Jubilee party last June. A number of our congregation are amongst
300 civic society members.

THANK YOU FOR READING!

The next magazine will be out on the 4th September on the
Withington Methodist Church Facebook Group and via email.
If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s magazine
please pass it on to Caroline Fielding withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
If you would like to receive an emailed copy of the magazine
please email - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com

Withington Methodist Church
439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN
Office Tel: 0161 445 0804
email: office@withingtonmethodistchurch.org
www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org
Editor: Caroline Fielding - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak

Sunday Services
Morning Worship : 10:45 am taking place in the ground floor hall. Holy Communion
once a month.

Regular Activities
Monday Monkeys (Mondays 10:00 - 11:30am)
Kundalini Yoga (7:00 - 8:30pm)
Brownies (Wednesdays from Oct. 6:45 - 8:15pm)
Snooker Group (Fridays 1:00 - 3:00pm)

