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DEAR FRIENDS, 

‘The past is a foreign country, they do things differently there.’ This is the 

opening line from the novel The Go-Between, by LP Hartley, that tells the 

story of a young boy called Leo growing up in Edwardian Britain. An elderly 

Leo stumbles across and revisits his memories of one fateful summer that 

would change the course of his life for ever. Whilst staying at the 

aristocratic home of one of his school friends in Norfolk he finds himself 

drawn into the role of a secret messenger between the high-born Marian 

and the tenant farmer Ted. The love affair is doomed to end in tragedy and 

of course it cannot survive because of the social conventions of the day. As 

the elderly Leo confronts these memories he is forced to relive these 

events and return to a place that is strange and unfamiliar because it 

belongs to a different time in history. 

At the end of the story Leo declares he has lived through “the most 

changeful half a century in history”. 

I think we would all agree that we too have lived through one of the most 

changeful periods in our lives and the life of the church. At the beginning of 

this new Connexional Year 2021/2022, in one sense, we are returning to 

something strange and unfamiliar – masks are still in place, sanitising hands 

and social distancing is still encouraged, we can’t have food or refreshments 

after the service. It is not worship as we know it or as we remember it! 

However, alongside these feelings we can also detect something very 

familiar – a deep sense of joy at simply being together in one place, in 

God’s presence. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

We are pleased to say we have re-opened our doors for Sunday 

morning worship.  We will be maintaining the same protocols of social 

distancing and face coverings as when we previously opened.  

 

Please feel free to join us in person or stick with the online evening 

circuit worship- whatever you feel more comfortable with. 

 



I feel moved each time we take a step towards post-coronavirus normality 

– being able to sing, our first post-Covid communion service, being able to 

use hymn and service books. As I preach I sense the different ways in which 

people respond to each other through body language and eye contact. 

Despite the restrictions, over the past 18 months, I have witnessed genuine 

warmth and care expressed to people in need, mutual support and 

encouragement. I am writing at a time when many of you haven’t yet made 

your first steps to return to public worship. I recognise that for many of us 

this still is an anxious time. For that reason, I offer the words of this lovely 

prayer that I have found on the Methodist website: 

Lord God, as your holy and beloved people, watch over us we pray. As we emerge 

from our isolation; grant us wisdom in our relating, courage in our venturing forth 

and the grace to bear patiently with one another; that with all your Saints, in time 

and eternity, we may rejoice and be glad. Amen. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Rev. Krystyna 
 

 

PRAYER LIST  

We remember in our prayers: 
  

Kathleen,  

Stasi,  

Henry,  

Zathilda,  

Thandi,  

Elaine,  

Allan and Betty,  

Promilla,  

the Lowe family,  

Georgine, 

Krysten  

  



WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday Morning In Person Worship 

We are happy to haver our doors fully open again at Withington. The 

booking system is no longer in place, everyone is welcome to come 

whenever works for them. 

The current Covid-19 safety measures in place at WMC are as follows: 

We will continue to wear masks during worship and social distancing will 

be maintained at 1 m+. 

We are allowed to sing quietly with our masks on. 

Socialising after the service is permitted, but without refreshments. 

Communion will be celebrated in one kind (bread) and for safety reasons 

wafers will be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflections and written worship resources: 

If you are not on email and would like to receive a printed copy of our 

mid-week, end-of-week reflections or written worship resources for 

Sunday, please contact Krystyna on 0161 612 2668. 

Virtual Coffee Morning and Bible Study 

We have a virtual coffee morning every Saturday from 11:00 am and a 

fortnightly Bible Study every other Wednesday (6th and 20th January) from 

10:30 am which you can also join by phone. 

In order to join using a traditional or mobile phone: 

Please dial 0131 460 11 96 

You will be asked for the meeting ID: 841 4119 8605  

Press the hash key on your phone. # 

Wait a few seconds and press the hash key again. # 

 

Manchester Circuit Sunday Evening Service 

A warm welcome as ever to our worship tomorrow evening.  

The Zoom platform will be open from 6pm for those who wish to catch 

up with others from their church, and as usual worship will begin at 6:30.  

 

The joining details follow- 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/99984161376?pwd=bVIvMEJTMCtSM2dOc2JxRWcvVVdx

dz09 

Meeting ID: 999 8416 1376 

Passcode: 1901 

One tap mobile  +16699006833,  99984161376 #,    1901#  

https://zoom.us/j/99984161376?pwd=bVIvMEJTMCtSM2dOc2JxRWcvVVdxdz09
https://zoom.us/j/99984161376?pwd=bVIvMEJTMCtSM2dOc2JxRWcvVVdxdz09


UPDATE FROM ZAMBIA 

I hope you are enjoying the somewhat up and down summer weather. Carol 

contacted me the other day to say it was a miserable 13c on midsummer’s  day, 

- coincidently the same temperature as we had in Choma on a particularly cold 

midwinters day here. The colder season in Zambia has brought with it a 3rd wave 

of covid which means we are still on the covid 19 red list for the UK, so it will 

be some time before I can come back again, but, there is always zoom and 

WhatsApp to fall back on so I am still able to keep in touch with most of you.  

I am sure you have heard on the news that all Africa is at high risk.  To date, 

Zambia has vaccinated less than 150,000 out of 18 million people and, despite 

best efforts with information, it seems people are finding it hard to stick to the 

golden rules of hand washing, wearing a mask and social distancing, so spread is 

out of control and hospitals are overflowing.  The Government has decreed a 

partial ‘lockdown’ and restricted church services to 1 hour, bars to weekends 

only, funerals to 50 mourners and restaurants to just take-aways as well as closing 

education facilities for a month.   Because the economy is preforming so poorly, 

and the general election is less than 2 months away, a full lockdown is deemed 

too impracticable. However, this wave is stronger than anything we have seen 

before and our lack of medication and disinfectants for the covid clinics is 

alarming. Victor, from one of the two clinics we 

support in Mansa texted after receiving a donation 

“things are really bad here, 3rd wave is worse than 

the 2nd wave, I only managed to buy disinfectant and 

cidex which we are using for the dead bodies which 

even is finished now.” And a week later ,“we have 

been busy the past few weeks , patients are a lot 

now, such as we have a 7 year old and a 10 year old 

child, and we have been recording deaths this last 

week. We have run out of almost everything now . 

. . you really help us a lot”.   A clinic in Zambia is an 

outpost of the nearest hospital rather than a GP 

surgery.  Generally it is run by a medical officer and 

a few nurses.  Until this pandemic they have had little 

experience of barrier nursing. 

The government is supplying N95 masks for the clinics and has recently been 

given more oxygen and medication, but it still may be inadequate for the amount 

of admissions we are now seeing.   



In Kitwe, ironically we only opened Play4all for a week after a year of limited  

opening with just visits to the kids homes as part of the feeding programme, when 

we had to suspend it again as the government closed the schools. The feeding 

programme will still continue however, and on our last day open we heard some 

disturbing news about Patrick one of our regulars, who was reported to be acting 

strange and running around naked in the local market. Jane went to see his 

mother, whom she found was extremely sick, we later heard she was refusing to 

take her medication. We had thought Patrick to be about 8 years old but were 

told he was actually 13, and poverty and malnutrition seems to have taken its toll 

both mentally and physically. Jane spent the rest of the day going from clinic to 

clinic to try and get him some help or a letter to the hospital, but in the end I 

used a CADRO contact, Matamola, the charge nurse on Choma mental health 

ward. He managed to speak a colleague in Kitwe and get a hospital appointment 

on the mental health ward after the weekend. This gave us time to get some 

warm clothes for Patrick and provide some food which a neighbour would cook 

for him and his mum. When Jane went to see them on Saturday she found they 

were organising a family funeral for Patricks’ grandmother. 

Later we learned that despite his youth, the hospital 

agreed to admit Patrick for assessment on Monday 

which gave Jane a bit of breathing space to look for 

specialist care. Sadly, despite her best efforts, all the 

homes / facilities that might help said they were not 

admitting because of the pandemic. An update is 

that after 3 days in hospital he was discharged with 

medication. We managed to get the same 

neighbour to agree to look after Patrick and his 

mum temporarily, but the next day his mum was 

taken into hospital and was diagnosed with TB, 

despite being very ill, she to is being discharged 

today (30 / 6) due to lack of beds because of the 

amount of covid patients. One route for Patrick’s care is that a great aunt who 

came for the funeral and visited him and his mother in hospital, may be able to 

look after him for a while if we support her. Mum is still too weak to look after 

him. Contacting the aunt is difficult however, as she has no phone.   

On a lighter note the CADRO team completed their epic 300km journey in April 

from Choma to Lusaka in 9 days. The purpose was to sensitise folk about the 

dangers of drugs and alcohol, and to try to raise funds for an office / counselling 

room. We had a very good response on social media, both our WhatsApp and 

Facebook page hits soared to new heights and we had interviews on National 



and local radio and TV as well as visiting the District Commissioners in each of 

the 6 districts we walked through. Well, I say we walked through I was driving 

the support car mostly, but I did manage to walk about 50 k, did some of the 

cooking and organised supplies.  We took tents but finding a comfortable pitch 

was difficult and the guys were often too tired to put them up, so we slept in the 

cheapest lodges we could find.  (about £7-10 per room and we needed 3 rooms) 

Twice Olivia and I slept in the car rather than on a schoolroom floor, or a room 

with mattresses on the floor and the door hanging off its hinge! The extra 

expense on lodgings contributed to reducing the money we raised, as did paying 

for a police escort for most of the 

days we walked. In the end we 

found what was raised would only 

buy us about 6 months’ rent on a 

modest place, so the counselling 

room plan is in abeyance but the 

overall experience was very 

encouraging and CADRO has 

raised its profile both locally and 

nationally 

Marita, who gets a monthly allowance, moved to Luanshya earlier this month 

because she was worried about the exhausting 4 to 5 day round trip from Chipata 

to the only hospital that could treat her elephantitis.  Once in Luanshya she was 

admitted to hospital for a week to have an operation, leaving Emmanuel, (who I 

think is about 12 – 14) in charge of the 3 dependants. He forgot to lock the door 

one day and their blankets and cooking pots were stolen.  This is not the first 

time their meagre belongings have been stolen, and is a sad example of how 

poverty invites trouble upon trouble.  

Finally, I am delighted to say we were able to harvest 

about 7kg of honey from the beehive in my garden 

recently. Cain, who helps with the garden is very 

knowledgeable about bees and was able to process some 

lovely clear honey for me. I think I will ask Chodort to 

make me a second hive, as the bees start swarming in a 

month or so. My bees are very gentle and seem reluctant 

to sting so it would be good to encourage more like 

them. I hope it will also contribute in a small way against 

the loss of insects worldwide, which although it doesn’t 

get much coverage, is hugely disturbing.   



Items for prayer  

• For the covid 19 situation in Zambia, which is becoming quite alarming.  

• For Marita, whom we have now helped move to Luanshya, with the 3 

children she looks after, so she can be near the hospital which is 

treating her. 

• For Bridget and Nathan, both in need of expensive medication. Bridget 

has to go to Ndola hospital (a full day’s journey away) for further tests 

in July.  

• For the future of Patrick andhis mother.  

• For the safety of Jane as she moves around to help our play4all 

children in these dangerous times.  

• For much needed supplies to reach the outlying clinics such as Mansa 

and those in remote parts of Zambia. 

 

Items for praise  

• For Jane Mwenda and the Play4all volunteers who help her distribute 

food to the kids.  

• For Nathan, who is much improving. Bridget says he is even able to 

walk into town now but he is still in need of medication and hospital 

visits.  

• For the people who have contacted CADRO since the walk. We have 

had many stories of tragedy and frustration, but at least we are able to 

provide them with hope and support.  

• For international aid to Zambia, to help us fight the covid infections 

 

Wishing you all peace, patience and good health,   

Jenny 

Email - jenny.featherstone@gmail  

  

mailto:jenny.featherstone@gmail


NEWS FROM THE CONNEXION 

4 AUGUST 2021 

Marking the 250th anniversary of Francis Asbury’s 

historic journey to the USA 

This autumn marks 250 years since Francis Asbury sailed from Pill, near 

Bristol, to Philadelphia, having been commissioned by John Wesley as a 

travelling preacher. Asbury went on to lead the Methodist movement in 

America for over 30 years. 

Starting life with little education and from a humble background as an 

apprentice in the industrial West Midlands, Francis Asbury went on to 

become a major influence in the USA, and where he is still revered, over two 

centuries on. 

Francis Asbury grew up in Sandwell in the West Midlands, his childhood 

home now the location of the Bishop Asbury Cottage Museum. Barbara 

Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Church, who lived in the same area 

for over 40 years, has written of her admiration for Francis Asbury: 

“Why am I such a fan of Asbury? I 

think it’s because, by rights, he was 

someone that on-one should ever 

have heard of. Most things in life 

were stacked against him – he was 

an apprentice nail-maker with 

little education. Yet he was fired up 

by the faith that he found and this 

gave him an energy which nothing 

could stop. He didn’t have a lot of 

learning, but he studied (and kept 

studying) to get the education he 

needed. At a time when most 

people didn’t travel far, he went 

round and round the preaching 

circuit of the growing, challenging 

towns encouraging people to find 



a transformative faith like his. He was said to be an extra-ordinary preacher’.  

He didn’t always have great health or confidence, but he didn’t let that define 

him or what he could do for the church. He put up his hand and said, ‘Here 

am I. Send me.’” 

The Methodist Church in Britain and the United Methodist Church have 

planned a series of events on both sides of the Atlantic coinciding with 

Asbury’s voyage to the USA. The UK events are: 

A concert on Saturday 11th September evening at the New Room, Bristol, 

the oldest Methodist building in the world: Magpie22, a Bristol band 

specialising in Americana music, will perform a programme of specially 

selected songs, to celebrate the partnership with the US. This will be open 

to the public, with tickets for sale here. 

A service on Sunday 12th September, which will look at the call on Asbury’s 

life, his response, and the cost of following that call. The service is invitation 

only (due to social distancing restrictions). The Vice President, Barbara 

Easton, will be in attendance and it will be live streamed here.   

In addition the Methodist Church in Britain will launch a series of digital 

resources to coincide with the September celebrations on the themes of 

vocation, rural ministry, itinerancy and journaling. Sarah Hollingdale, Heritage 

Officer for the Methodist Church, said: 

“We wanted to bring some of the key themes of Francis Asbury’s life into a 

contemporary context and offer resources for a period of reflection during 

the weeks between his embarkation and arrival in Philadelphia.” 

During September and October video resources will be released by the 

United Methodist Church and a number of events are planned in late 

October at Historic St George’s United Methodist Church in Philadelphia, 

the oldest continuously used Methodist Church in the USA. 

Anyone interested in attending the service on 12th September should email 

the Connexional Heritage Officer, Sarah Hollingdale - 

hollingdales@methodistchurch.org.uk 

The resources accompanying this event will be available on the Methodist 

Church website from 10th September. 

https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/event/magpie22-the-asbury-crossing/?event_date=2021-09-11
https://www.newroombristol.org.uk/event/the-asbury-crossing-responding-to-call/


14 AUGUST 2021 

A message from the Methodist people of Plymouth 

On behalf of the Methodist people of Plymouth we offer our heartfelt thanks 

for the hundreds of messages of support and prayers offered for our city at 

this most difficult of times. 

The Methodist Church has had a presence in the community of Keyham for 

generations as part of the Plymouth Mission Circuit, and even though our 

regular work in our premises there is currently paused, the legacy of faithful 

and prayerful community-facing ministry is acutely felt in times of crisis. We 

stand alongside our community in its grief and mourning, and through the 

ministry of our two circuits, seek to offer signs of hope and healing to those 

among whom we minister. We offer the following prayer which may be 

helpful in leading worship in the coming days. 

Loving Father, we hold before you the community of Keyham and the city of 

Plymouth. We pray for all those who are suffering injury and trauma as a 

result of the events of this week. We ask for your strength for those who 

ran towards danger, for those in the response services that stepped forward 

and risked their own lives. We pray too for those who are dealing with the 

aftermath. 

We think especially of those who, in their loss and grief, are trying to deal 

with the emotional results and come to terms with loss and their impacted 

lives. 

May all those who suffer know that the God of all power holds their hand 

in gentle love. 

Amen. 

 

Rev Gareth J Higgs (Superintendent, Plymouth Methodist Mission) 

Rev Andy Chislett-McDonald (Superintendent, Plymouth & Devonport 

Circuit) 

Rev Graham Thompson (Chair, Plymouth & Exeter District) 

 



17 AUGUST 2021 

A statement and prayer on the Afghanistan crisis 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference offer the 

following statement regarding the crisis in Afghanistan. 

The Taliban’s advance in Afghanistan has taken place more quickly than 

anyone predicted. Over the past few days we have received distressing 

reports about the situation in Kabul, as well as across the country. 

Following our military involvement, the UK bears a heavy responsibility 

towards the people of Afghanistan and must act to support all who fear for 

their future and seek asylum. Over the course of this conflict, members of 

our churches have been supporting those who have been forced to flee and 

at this critical time our response must be one of compassion and generosity. 

As Members of Parliament are recalled, we hope that there might be an 

unequivocal guarantee to support those seeking asylum, and that broad and 

accessible routes to the UK are created for those seeking sanctuary from 

Afghanistan. 

Methodist chaplains have served members of our Armed Forces in 

Afghanistan over the past 20 years and we are mindful of them and of all 

who bear the scars of this conflict. We remember particularly those still 

serving, veterans, civilian colleagues and their families for whom the current 

situation in Afghanistan may be evoking difficult memories. 

Our hearts go out to women in Afghanistan who have taken the opportunity 

to lead in many ways, making contributions in their communities, business 

and politics. They now fear that these freedoms will be reversed. We call on 

all governments everywhere to uphold the empowerment of women and to 

ensure that the new government in Afghanistan maintains the freedoms that 

have been gained in recent years. 

In the face of uncertainty in Afghanistan and the region we know that many 

will want to join us in prayer.  

Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist Conference 

Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 



A prayer for Afghanistan  

The Prophet says, You know the plans I have for you, says the Lord; plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to offer you hope and a future. 

Gracious and holy God, 

We come to you with the situation in Afghanistan heavy on our hearts. It is 

a situation so complicated, and so fast moving, that it is difficult for us to 

know what to say or how to think. 

We hold before you the people of the country, those who stay and those 

who flee; those living with terror and afraid for the future; those who, 

because of this latest turn of events, will never be able to live the fullness of 

life that is your purpose. We hold all this before you. 

We hold open to you the future: the world leaders with a role in shaping 

what happens next; the many who are becoming refugees and the people 

who will be called upon to offer them safety and a future; the impact of these 

local events on our world story. We hold all this open to you. 

We hold in your love all those known to us whose lives have been bound up 

in the recent story of Afghanistan. We think of all those who have served 

there in our Armed Forces, those who were injured and those who did not 

return. We hold in our hearts all those for whom this is a time of special 

grieving and confusion, and those who minister to them. We hold all these 

in your love. 

Rock of ages, at this difficult time we lean into your timelessness. 

Turn us, and all people, to your good purposes for your world. Grant courage 

and wisdom, hope and a future. 

Amen 

Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist  

 

 

 



20 AUGUST 2021 

A letter to the President of the COP26 Cabinet Office 

The following letter has been sent to The Rt Hon Alok Sharma, M.P, 

President of COP26 Cabinet Office by the President and Vice-President of 

the Methodist Conference. 

 

Dear Mr Sharma, 

We are writing on behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain. The Conference 

of the Methodist Church meeting on 24 June to 1 July 2021 has requested 

that we write to you ahead of COP26 in November. We want to encourage 

you in your leadership of this crucial conference, recognising the 

responsibility you hold at such a pivotal time. We will continue to hold you 

in our prayers over the coming months. 

The Methodist Church, recognising the climate emergency, is taking steps 

towards transitioning towards net-zero carbon emissions. Significantly, we 

have been inspired by the leadership of children and young people to make 

this change. Their prophetic voices have encouraged us to be courageous in 

our decisions, and to consider the legacy we leave to future generations by 

the way we steward our resources. The Methodist youth assembly 

3Generate, and the youth-led campaign Climate Justice For All, have been 

instrumental voices in this. 

We want to encourage you to seek out this guidance also, and to take time 

ahead of COP26 to listen to the voices of children and young people calling 

for action on the climate crisis. They are the generation for whom our action 

will have the longest and most substantial consequences, and they have a 

vast amount of wisdom to bring to the conversation. 

Bold action at COP26 is essential for both people and planet. As President 

of COP26, you have an important leadership role to play in ensuring that 

COP26 goes beyond previous meetings, and secures new commitments 

from all countries (especially the highest emitting countries) to accelerate 

ambition on achieving net-zero commissions. 



The effects of the climate crisis are no longer distant possibilities, but present 

realities for the vast majority of our global community. In particular, many of 

our neighbours in the global South are living on the frontlines of the climate 

crisis, experiencing extreme weather events and living with irreparable 

destruction to their geographical and social infrastructure. The Climate 

Justice For All campaign, bringing together young Methodists from around 

the world, has highlighted these stories from Fiji, Zambia, Uruguay and Italy. 

It is crucial that these communities are properly supported to face these 

challenges, rebuild their homes and embolden resilience to the inevitably 

challenging future they face. As President of COP26, we hope that you will 

ensure that COP member states take bold steps to establish new and 

additional finance for communities experiencing climate related loss and 

damage, securing commitments for an international loss and damage fund to 

properly equip communities on the frontlines of the crisis. We call on you 

to use the opportunity you have to take every step necessary to ensure that 

this vital resource is found, provided and stewarded well. 

We must also take every step available to us to rapidly cut emissions and 

fast-track our journey to net-zero carbon emissions. Crucially, it is vital that 

the UK ends the use of public money to subsidise fossil fuels, overseas and 

domestically. We are well aware of the damaging consequences on our 

climate of the use of fossil fuels, and also increasingly equipped with 

sustainable alternatives. Following the UK government’s commitment to end 

direct government support for the fossil fuel energy sector overseas, fossil 

fuel subsidies can no longer play a part in our global or domestic trade. The 

UK government must undergo peer review of its financial support of fossil 

fuels, as recommended by the G20 scorecard, and end all tax relief for oil 

and gas extraction. We can no longer play a part in making it cheap to pollute 

our climate. We must have integrity, to meet our commitments with action. 

As people of faith, we believe that loving God and loving our neighbour 

means using our resources responsibly, and acting for climate justice. This 

year in particular, the UK has a crucial role to play in leading the global 

movement towards a net-zero economy, and a climate in which both people 

and planet can thrive. As we approach COP26, we call on you to be bold, 

and to take the necessary steps towards changes that will enable all of 

creation to flourish. 



Yours sincerely,  

Revd Sonia Hicks 

President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022 

Mrs Barbara Easton 

Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022 

 

24 AUGUST 2021 

"We believe that our country has a moral and legal 

obligation to provide sanctuary for those at risk of 

persecution" 

At the request of the Methodist Conference, the President and Vice-

President have written to the Home Secretary with regard to the Nationality 

and Borders Bill currently before parliament. 

 

Dear Home Secretary, 

We are writing on behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain. The Conference 

of the Methodist Church meeting on 24 June to 1 July 2021 has requested 

that we write to you with regard to the Nationality and Borders Bill 

currently before parliament. 

We believe that our country has a moral and legal obligation to provide 

sanctuary for those at risk of persecution. We also believe that people 

seeking asylum in the UK should be treated with fairness and respect, and 

that refugees should be welcomed and integrated into our communities. This 

is work of which our churches are proud to play a part. 

We are therefore disappointed that the policies outlined in the Nationality 

and Borders Bill put these intentions at risk, by altering the way that the UK 

chooses to welcome those fleeing persecution and conflict. Many of the 

measures outlined in this proposed legislation risk creating more injustice in 



the UK’s asylum system, which will only increase the trauma and pain 

experienced by asylum seekers attempting to reach safety in the UK. 

Attempts to streamline the asylum process are clearly necessary due to the 

backlog in case processing. However, the policies outlined risk creating a 

process which does not sympathetically handle the often traumatic 

circumstances and complexities of each person’s case. We must have an 

asylum system which treats people with dignity and respect, especially when 

they are vulnerable, and yet these proposals risk creating conditions which 

do the opposite. 

The proposal to create a ‘two-tier’ asylum system, offering a selected few 

sanctuary and denying it to many others, undermines a principle we hold 

deeply that all people are created equal and all should be entitled to equal 

rights and respect under the law. To subject already vulnerable people to 

rapid removal, temporary protection and limited rights simply on the basis 

of their route to the UK fails to carry out the duty of care we have over one 

another. It creates uncertainty for families seeking safety and perpetuates a 

culture of distrust of those seeking sanctuary. 

Furthermore, many experts argue that these policies undermine the UK’s 

obligations under international law to uphold the rights of refugees and offer 

sanctuary, under the UN Refugee Convention. With the Convention 

celebrating its 70th anniversary this year, in the face of current conflict 

around the world it is increasingly important that we recognise and 

champion the rights and dignity of people fleeing persecution and conflict. 

We urge the government to outline targets for future resettlement of 

refugees and to set out how the UK will uphold its international and moral 

obligations. Refugee resettlement is an important part of our response to 

global crises and conflicts. It is vital that the UK government does more to 

ensure that we not only meet but exceed previous commitments. 

Currently, over half of asylum applications are accepted in the UK on initial 

application or appeal. Individuals and families seeking asylum are likely to 

become part of our communities at some stage. Policies which hinder their 

wellbeing throughout the asylum process could prove detrimental to their 

future flourishing, and limit potential for healthy integration into our 

communities. 



As Christians, we believe that we are called to treat everyone with the 

dignity and respect they deserve because of their inherent worth as God-

created beings. However, these proposals risk jeopardising this severely. As a 

Church which seeks to offer sanctuary, witness to God’s love and stand for 

justice, we must speak up for human dignity and flourishing. We ask you to 

review these policies, and seek more just and fair alternatives. 

Yours sincerely, 

Revd Sonia Hicks  

President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022 

Mrs Barbara Easton 

Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022 

 

26 AUGUST 2021 

Methodist Modern Art Collection to relaunch as part 

of Coventry’s UK City of Culture 

The nationally-renowned Methodist Modern Art Collection is sometimes 

said to be one of the Methodist Church’s best kept secrets. Like one of the 

founders of Methodism, John Wesley, who travelled around the country 

preaching, the collection is 

not rooted in one place. 

Conceived as a travelling 

collection, it tours chapels, 

churches, cathedrals, 

museums and galleries – 

where it inspires worship, 

enthuses mission and amazes 

visitors. Thirty-five carefully 

selected works from the 

collection will go on show in 

churches across Coventry 

from 4 September, 

contributing to an Art Trail, 
Maggi Hambling, Good Friday: Walking on water 
2006  © TMCP 



entitled Stories of Change: Hope, Faith and Love, as part of the city’s 

celebration as designated UK City of Culture.  

This unique collection of religious art features works by 20th-century artists 

such as Graham Sutherland, Elisabeth Frink, Edward Burra, William Roberts, 

Patrick Heron, F N Souza and Jyoti Sahi. 

The Art Trail marks the relaunch of the Collection after a two-year 

conservation and re-framing programme to ensure they will be able to be 

preserved and displayed for future generations to appreciate. This is the first 

opportunity for the public to see the collection since it was displayed in 

Leicester in early summer 2019. 

It is entirely appropriate that this Art Trail begins at Coventry Cathedral 

with some of the Methodist Modern Art Collection highlights, as the 

Collection represents the Methodist Church’s response to the resurgence 

of interest in religious painting in post-war Britain. It was founded in 1962, 

the very year that Coventry Cathedral, with its abundance of artistic 

commissioning, was consecrated. The story of the collection from the 1960s 

onwards and how it has grown to include more recent examples of world 

art will be explored throughout the trail. It begins at Coventry Methodist 

Central Hall in the city centre and extends beyond the city in churches in 

Earlsdon, Balsall Common and Fillongley (which is a Local Ecumenical 

Partnership ), are part of the Coventry and Nuneaton Methodist Circuit. 

This collection was the inspired initiative of a Methodist layman, Dr John 

Morel Gibbs (1912-96), from a Penarth shipping family in south Wales. Gibbs, 

who was Vice-President of the Methodist Conference in 1959, thought that 

contemporary religious art could contribute to the life of the Church. He 

took advice from a local minister in Penarth, the Revd Douglas Wollen 

(1909-98) who was also an art critic. 

Together they acquired for the Methodist Church outstanding 20th-century 

art from Britain and beyond. 

The 1960s were a time of energy and optimism, with swift acquisitions of 

paintings, followed by a touring exhibition The Church and the Artist 1963-

1965. Over 100,000 people saw the Collection at 30 venues. The exhibition 

was enthusiastically received, but virtually ignored by the art press. Even with 

a BBC television programme in 1964, overall reception was muted compared 



with the impact made by the opening of Coventry Cathedral. 

During the early 1970s, several Methodist schools held the Collection before 

the works were reunited at Southlands 

Teacher Training College. The 

Collection was relaunched in 1990 

following an exhibition in Penarth at 

the Turner House Gallery and has 

continued to tour since that time. 

With the 1990s revival of interest in 

British mid-20th century art, the 

Methodist Church set up a new 

management for the collection, chaired 

by John Newton Gibbs, son of the 

original founder. More works by 

women and international artists have 

been acquired since then, and works 

with Welsh connections continued to 

reflect the origins of the collection as 

it has grown. 

The parallels between the post-war period and the post-Covid pandemic 

era, as the country attempts to rebuild, are clear. This Art Trail has been 

curated by local communities and provides space for healing, contemplation 

and prayer, so visitors can respond to the works and contemporary artists 

may be inspired by the masterpieces from the collection, on loan to 

Methodist Central Hall as part of the City of Culture programming. 

In addition to the opportunity to view at first hand many iconic works of 

art, there will be an artist and poet in residence at Methodist Central Hall 

responding to the collection, and a programme of talks, activities and events 

inspired by the artworks, aimed at children and families across all sites. 

In addition to the Coventry Art Trail there will also be five key works shown 

in Chester Cathedral from 25 September – 31 October 2021 for their 

exhibition, Global Images of Christ, in partnership with the Diocese of 

Chester’s Board of Social Responsibility. This exhibition is part of a focus on 

concerns and issues raised by black, Asian and minority ethnic group 

communities. It is also a response to the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Graham Sutherland, The deposition.   © TMCP 



Professor Ann Sumner, Chair of the Methodist Modern Art Collection 

Management Committee, said: 

“While the Church of England’s post-war response to church rebuilding and 

artistic commissioning is well known and epitomised by Coventry Cathedral, 

the Methodist Church’s engagement with developments in 20th-century 

British religious art is less well-known. The story of the Methodist Modern 

Art Collection will be celebrated in Coventry this autumn. It is hoped that 

the carefully selected works will provide a unique moment of healing and 

contemplation, speaking to people in differing ways, as the nation recovers 

from the Covid-19 pandemic.” 

 

26 AUGUST 2021 

International Development, a letter to the Prime 

Minister  

At the request of the Methodist Conference, the President and Vice-

President have written to  the Prime Minister regarding the UK government 

cuts to the foreign aid budget. 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

We are writing on behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain. The Conference 

of the Methodist Church meeting on 24 June to 1 July 2021 has requested 

that we write to you in relation to Her Majesty’s Government’s commitment 

to international development. 

In July 2021, the Methodist Conference noted with concern from 0.7% to 

0.5% of Gross National Income. As a justice-seeking church, we believe that 

it is right that richer nations financially support initiatives to tackle global 

poverty, address injustices, and encourage sustainable development. The 

decline in the economy in 2020 already meant that the international 

development budget would be significantly reduced. 



COVID-19 has highlighted the world’s inequalities and therefore this is not 

the time for the government to be further cutting an aid programme which 

has, in previous years, been assessed to be of high quality. Members of the 

Methodist Church were highly active in the 2005 Make Poverty History 

campaign, and many Methodists in the UK are disappointed that its aims still 

have not been adequately met. The 0.7 per cent target had been met every 

year since 2013, enshrined in law since 2015, and was a commitment of all 

the main political parties at the last General Election. It is therefore 

particularly disappointing that these cuts come despite commitment from 

the Government. 

The impact of these cuts will be felt in some of the poorest places in the 

world. Plans to provide people with clean water and sanitation have been 

put on hold, and programmes to support women in family planning have 

been savaged. The World Health Organisation recently said the cuts would 

leave millions of the world’s poorest people at risk from neglected tropical 

diseases. This decision will undoubtedly cost many lives. This is not the mark 

on the world we should be leaving as a country. 

We regard the decision to renege on the UK’s international development 

commitment as unfair, unwise and immoral. We therefore urge the UK 

Government to urgently reverse this policy on the grounds of justice and 

human rights. 

Yours sincerely 

Revd Sonia Hicks 

President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022 

Mrs Barbara Easton 

Vice- President of the Methodist Conference 2021/202  

 

27 AUGUST 2021 

A letter to the Young Christian Climate Network  

As requested by the Methodist Conference ,the President and Vice-

President have written the following letter to the members of the Young 



Christian Climate Network, and everyone taking part in the Relay to COP26 

We are writing on behalf of the Methodist Church in Britain. The Conference 

of the Methodist Church meeting on 24 June to 1 July 2021 has requested 

that we write to you to send you our greetings and best wishes, as you carry 

out your Relay to COP26. 

Members across the Methodist Church in Britain have been inspired by your 

commitment, creativity and generosity. The Relay to COP26 is a significant 

undertaking, and we want to congratulate everyone who has played a part 

in organising, coordinating and walking in the Relay. 

Your endeavour has continued to highlight the urgency of the climate crisis. 

No longer a future threat but a present reality, the climate crisis demands 

the best use of our time, resources and faith that we can offer. We thank you 

for the symbol the relay offers to remind communities of faith, and 

otherwise, across the UK of this vital message. 

But the Relay has also been a symbol of hope. To see an intergenerational 

endeavour, pioneered and driven by young people, is inspiring for so many 

within the church. Particularly when young people have so much to lose in 

the face of the climate crisis, to take action which is empowering and hopeful 

rather than fearful is an act of faith. We commend the prophetic leadership 

you are offering to our community, and pray that we might be courageous 

enough to follow your lead. 

We will continue to pray for your safety, energy and resource as you journey 

to Glasgow, physically and as you support one another. We hope that the 

legacy that the Relay to COP26 leaves behind will play a significant role in 

creating change, that all of God’s creation might flourish. 

Yours sincerely 

Revd Sonia Hicks  

President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022 

Mrs Barbara Easton 

Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2021/2022  

 



31 AUGUST 2021 

How can we respond to the situation in Afghanistan?  

The situation in Afghanistan is changing rapidly and the future for its people is 

very uncertain. Many churches and community groups are offering help and 

support to charities and aid agencies who are working within the country and 

also to the Afghan people who are being resettled in the UK. Here are some 

ways that you can help along with a prayer for the people of Afghanistan from 

the Vice President of the Methodist Conference. 

1. Pray 

Those remaining in Afghanistan , those fleeing and those connected with the 

country around the world will be in deep distress. We can join in prayer for 

all affected, that God’s light might shine through the darkness. 

You can find a prayer from the Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 

here: https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/a-

statement-and-prayer-on-the-afghanistan-crisis/. 

You can also pray for the action our partners are taking including 

in Italy, Mediterranean Hope  which has e offered 15 spaces in their reception 

centre in Sicily.  

In the UK, the Forces Chaplaincy are connecting with their local bases. Where 

people have been landing in the UK from Afghanistan, personnel on military 

bases are offering support. 

2. Helping those who remain in Afghanistan 

Regardless of what happens in the coming days and weeks, poverty and food 

insecurity is still likely to be very high within the country. A significant amount 

of humanitarian aid has been paused in the country due to the immediate 

threat to safety. However, despite difficult conditions, a number of NGOs and 

aid agencies are still seeking to distribute essential items when they are able. 

You can support their work financially, as well as remembering them in prayer. 

UNHCR remains on the ground in Afghanistan wherever it is safe to do so, 

distributing tents, hygiene kits and core relief items. You can donate to their 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/a-statement-and-prayer-on-the-afghanistan-crisis/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/a-statement-and-prayer-on-the-afghanistan-crisis/
http://www.mediterraneanhope.com/


work here: https://www.unrefugees.org.uk/where-help-is-needed/afghanistan-

situation/. 

Christian Aid have been working with partners to distribute food and 

hygiene kits to people who have been internally displaced due to the conflict. 

They’re using funds from their Global Hunger Emergency appeal, which you 

can donate to here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/afghanistan-our-

response 

The British Red Cross are also fundraising for their work across 

Afghanistan. You can donate online, by phone or by 

post: https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/afghanistan-crisis-appeal. 

3. Helping Afghan nationals being resettled in the UK 

The UK Government has committed to supporting 20,000 refugees from 

Afghanistan in the coming years, taking up to 5,000 this year. However, there 

has yet to be an announcement about when and how this scheme will begin. 

You can find out more information on this scheme 

here: https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/08/19/factsheet-

resettlement-routes-for-afghan-nationals/. 

However, many Afghan nationals have already begun to travel to the UK, 

through the Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy. The Home Office is 

working with local councils to establish places to house people when they 

arrive. This resettlement route is only available for those being brought 

directly from Afghanistan for the UK. 

There are a number of groups offering support locally to Afghan nationals 

who have been brought to the UK. Most will arrive with very few possessions 

or resources, and are in desperate need of essential items. You can donate 

financially towards their work, or donate items and volunteer. 

Act locally: Many local authorities are committing to resettle Afghan 

nationals locally. You can support families who are resettled into your 

neighbourhood through befriending and offering essential items. You can find 

out what is happening in your local area on this government 

site: https://www.gov.uk/help-refugees. 

https://www.unrefugees.org.uk/where-help-is-needed/afghanistan-situation/
https://www.unrefugees.org.uk/where-help-is-needed/afghanistan-situation/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/afghanistan-our-response
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/news/afghanistan-our-response
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/afghanistan-crisis-appeal
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/08/19/factsheet-resettlement-routes-for-afghan-nationals/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/08/19/factsheet-resettlement-routes-for-afghan-nationals/
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/08/16/factsheet-uk-support-to-resettle-afghan-nationals/
https://www.gov.uk/help-refugees


City of Sanctuary are connecting people up with their local authority to 

ensure that the right help is provided. You can find guidance from them 

here. https://cityofsanctuary.org/2021/08/25/how-to-help-afghan-refugees/. 

Choose Love are working with Afghan-led organisations to help where the 

need is greatest, providing vital aid and support for people who have fled the 

country. You can donate 

here: https://donate.chooselove.org/campaigns/urgent-fundraiser-support-

afghan-refugees/. 

Refugee Action are doing urgent work to meet people as they arrive at 

airports and provide the emergency support they need. You can find out more 

about their work and donate here: https://www.refugee-

action.org.uk/afghanistan-crisis/. 

Care4Calais are working in Manchester to provide emergency support for 

Afghan refugees being housed locally. You can find out how to donate essential 

items at their drop off points across the country, or to donate to buy essential 

items, here: https://care4calais.org/news/do-you-want-to-help-afghan-

refugees/. 

Welcome Churches are working with local churches across the country to 

provide on the ground support. You can donate to their emergency appeal 

here: https://welcomechurches.org/updates/emergency-afghan-fund/. 

If your church wants to join the Welcome Network, to welcome refugees 

from Afghanistan and across the world, you can find our more 

here: https://welcomechurches.org/churches/join-the-network/. 

4. Contact your MP 

You can write to your MP, to urge the UK government to offer safety to Afghan 

refugees. 

A limited number of Afghan nationals who need support will receive it through 

the UK’s resettlement scheme. However, the scheme will not provide support 

for those who have already fled the conflict, or who won’t be able to access 

the scheme. The UK’s approach towards asylum seekers who attempt to claim 

sanctuary in the UK via irregular routes is hostile. The new Nationality and 

Borders Bill currently in parliament plans to make access to sanctuary for 

https://cityofsanctuary.org/2021/08/25/how-to-help-afghan-refugees/
https://donate.chooselove.org/campaigns/urgent-fundraiser-support-afghan-refugees/
https://donate.chooselove.org/campaigns/urgent-fundraiser-support-afghan-refugees/
https://www.refugee-action.org.uk/afghanistan-crisis/
https://www.refugee-action.org.uk/afghanistan-crisis/
https://care4calais.org/news/do-you-want-to-help-afghan-refugees/
https://care4calais.org/news/do-you-want-to-help-afghan-refugees/
https://welcomechurches.org/updates/emergency-afghan-fund/
https://welcomechurches.org/churches/join-the-network/


those who come to the UK via irregular routes even harder. This could mean 

that thousands of people cannot find the safety they need. 

Some of the key points you might want to raise with your MP are: 

• Grant immediate refugee status to Afghans already waiting for status in 

the UK. 

• Release all Afghan nationals from detention, and suspend the removal of 

Afghan asylum seekers from the UK. 

• Expand the family reunion route so that Afghans can be joined by other 

members of their family, such as parents and siblings. 

• To abandon the plans set out in the Nationality and Borders Bill to 

criminalise and deny full refugee status to those who make their own 

journey to seek asylum in the UK. 

• To welcome the Government’s plans to resettle 20,000 Afghan nationals 

in the UK over five years, but ask that they go further to resettle more 

than 5,000 refugees this year. The last few days have shown that we must 

act quickly to be effective, so we must work to evacuate as many people 

as possible. 

Christian Aid are also encouraging people to join their call on the UK 

government to increase its response. You can add your voice 

here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/stand-

afghanistan. 

You can find out more about how to take action to oppose the Nationality 

and Borders Bill with JPIT, including writing to your 

MP: http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/nationalityandbordersbill/. 

We are also concerned that cuts to the International Aid budget mean that 

there won’t be the resources to support those who remain in Afghanistan in 

this time of crisis. You can find more about the cuts to the international aid 

budget, and how to write to your MP on this issue, 
here: https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/aid/.

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/stand-afghanistan
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/stand-afghanistan
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/nationalityandbordersbill/
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/aid/


THANK YOU FOR READING!  

 

 
 

The next magazine will be out on the 3rd October on the 

Withington Methodist Church Facebook Group and via email. 

 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to next month’s magazine 

please pass it on to Caroline Fielding - 

withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to receive an emailed copy of the magazine 

please email - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com
mailto:withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com


Withington Methodist Church 

 

439 Wilmslow Road, Withington, Manchester, M20 4AN 

Office Tel: 0161 445 0804  email: wmcoffice@btconnect.com 

www.withingtonmethodistchurch.org 

 

Editor: Caroline Fielding/ Giselle du Toit - withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com 

Minister: Rev Krystyna Kwarciak 

 

Sunday Services 

 

Morning Worship* : 10:45 am 
*booking required 

 

Regular Activities 

 

Monday Monday Monkeys – 10:00am - 11:30am 

Tuesday Tuesday Tots – 10:00am - 12 noon 

 Tuesday morning coffee fellowship see inside cover 

Wednesday Rainbows – 5:30 - 6:30pm 

 Brownies – 6:30 - 8:00pm 

Thursday Needles & Yarns craft group – 2-4pm 

Friday Men's Club – 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday Contact Centre – 2:30 - 4:30pm 

  

About Withington Methodist Church 
We are a community of people who meet to worship God every Sunday morning and evening (see 

inside cover for details). Our services are open to all. At our morning service, we have both a crèche 

and Junior Church available for children ('All Age Worship' will only have the crèche as older children 
are welcomed into the main service). 

During the week we have various other activities & organisations meeting at our premises. We have 

two toddler groups a week and are open weekday mornings for anyone to have a coffee and a chat. 

Our craft group meets on Thursday afternoons for anyone who wants to bring a craft or learn a new 

one. We have various rooms available for hire for anything from a once off hourly basis to a long term 

let, please speak to the Church Office for details, or email withingtonmethodistnews@gmail.com. 
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